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As Information Officers, one of the most 

common questions we get asked at this time of 

the year is: ñWhat is this fire season going to be 

like?ò  

While we fully understand that people are curious 

about what lies ahead, the fact is that it is still too 

early to tell what kind of fire season it will be. 

Right now, our focus is on preparing for the 

season ahead (whatever it may bring), and on 

examining data that may give us a better 

indication of the conditions we face heading into 

the season.  

The Coastal Fire Centre is not going into the fire 

season with drought conditions this year. Many 

areas of B.C. have higher-than-normal snowpack 

levels, which unfortunately are contributing to the 

flooding thatôs occurring in some parts of the 

Interior. One indicator of how severe the 2018 

fire season might be is the amount of rain that 

weôll get in June. If we do not get the ñJune 

rainsò that we typically see, we could be in for a 

busier-than-average fire season. The amount, 

location and timing of lightning this summer are 

also variables that will influence wildfire activity. 

At this point, BC Wildfire Service forecasters are 

predicting a ñnear normalò fire season on the 

coast, but that assessment could change 

depending on what happens in June and beyond. 

Regardless of what weather weôll experience this 

summer, all wildfires start with a spark and most 

fires on the coast are human-caused. With a bit of 

forethought and planning, most fires are 

preventable. We encourage everyone to carefully 

consider whether their activities could cause a 

wildfire and what they could do to prevent it.  

In this first edition of Wildfire News this year, 

weôve included articles about how you can access 

information on the BC Wildfire Service website 

and from other public resources, how local 

knowledge is used at the regional wildfire 

coordination centre, and how our crews spend 

their time when they arenôt fighting wildfires.  

We look forward to staying in touch with you 

over the summer and hope you enjoy reading the 

Wildfire News.  

Left: Graphic pro-

duced by the BC 

River Forecast Cen-

tre showing the 

Basin Snow Water 

Index (snowpack) 

level as a percent of 

normal as of March 

1, 2018. Note that 

most regions in the 

Coastal Fire Centre 

were recorded as 

having 110-140% 

of normal snow-

pack.  



Some BC Wildfire Service crew leaders and crew members 

start work and begin preparing for the fire season as early as 

March, while there is still snow on the ground in some 

places. They get firefighting gear ready for the season and 

begin ñrecurrency trainingò (to refresh their skills and fine-

tune their expertise), which they must complete every year 

before heading out to the fireline.  

By the end of May, all of the seasonôs crews are back online. 

New firefighter recruits have completed a week-long boot 

camp and have been assigned to crews throughout the 

province.  

During busy fire seasons, firefighters ð particularly those 

who will resume post-secondary education in September ð 

will work on wildfires for most of their work term. But for 

most firefighters who work during the spring and fall months 

(or during quieter fire seasons), many days are spent away 

from the fireline as they complete other important tasks.  

During these periods, crews will continue their training, 

assist with fuel management projects, and ensure that their 

trucks, firefighting gear and tools are always ñfire readyò. 

The training is varied, but often covers water delivery 

systems, fireline safety and fire science.  

Firefighters who are eligible to participate in ñhover exitsò 

must complete this training every year. During a hover exit, 

the person holds onto the skids of a helicopter as it hovers 
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above the ground and can then safely exit without the 

aircraft having to touch down. This technique is used in 

cases where no suitable landing area or other reasonable 

means of accessing the fire exists.  

Other types of training that are not required every year focus 

on furthering a firefighterôs education in a number of 

different areas, including danger tree assessment, aviation 

resource management and helipad construction, to name just 

a few. Crews also regularly conduct first aid scenarios so 

theyôre well prepared if an injury occurs on the fireline.  

Depending on the severity of the fire season and the level of 

wildfire risk, B.C.ôs fire crews may be deployed to help 

other agencies in this province or elsewhere. For example, 

many fire crews (and other BC Wildfire Service personnel) 

assisted with flood relief efforts in the Interior last spring 

and are doing so again now.  

In the spring and fall, itôs also common for BC Wildfire 

Service crews to help other provinces or countries who need 

extra firefighting horsepower, so long as the fire situation 

here allows us to provide that assistance. Sufficient 

firefighting resources will always remain in B.C. to deal 

with the wildfires burning here.  

Crews also take part in physical fitness activities, attend 

community engagement events and deliver presentations to 

school groups. 

Left: Members of the Salish 

Unit Crew from Pemberton 

aid in sandbagging efforts at 

the Kelowna International 

Airport earlier this week. In 

addition to this crew, the 

Coastal Fire Centre current-

ly has two other unit crews 

deployed to assist with flood 

mitigation activities. Infor-

mation about evacuation 

orders and alerts due to 

flooding hazards can be 

found on impacted regional 

districtsô emergency opera-

tions centre or emergency 

services websites and social 

media accounts: https://

www.emergencyinfobc.gov.

bc.ca/current-flooding-

information/ 


